
Tuesday 01/31/2023
Week 2

Visual Arts
Good Luck Ornaments
Arts Standards & Common Core Connections

VA:Cn11 Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to deepen understanding
VA:Cn10.1.4a Create works of art that reflect community cultural traditions.
VA:Re8 Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work.

Students will be able to...
• Recognize symbolism and meaning in parts of a good luck ornament
• Connect personal experiences with those of traditional Chinese culture
• Explore traditions during Chinese New Year

Vocabulary
Good luck ornament: A decorative ornament to wish good luck to those who walk through the doorway it is hung by.

Tradition: the transmission of customs or beliefs from generation to generation, or the fact of being passed on in this
way.

Symbolism: the use of symbols to represent ideas or quantities
Essential Question
How does art help us understand the lives of people of different times, places, and cultures?

How does art preserve aspects of life?
Lesson / Instruction / Narrative
Introduction:
"Hello amazing artists!"
"Hello amazing art teacher!"

Begin by having two students handout sketchbooks/nametags if they have not done so already. Tell the students to get
"sketchbook ready." This means students have their sketchbooks open to the next blank page and have a pencil ready.
Tell the students the sketch prompt of the day: sketch a rabbit in a field.

While the students are sketching, hand out one red square piece of paper per student as well as one bag of metallic
markers. Have different students volunteer to read each student objective for the day in order to know what they will need
to accomplish by the end of art class. Flip to "vocabulary" slide and explain each vocabulary word and how it will
contribute to today's lesson.

"Today we will be learning about a holiday that has already been going on for a few days. It began on January 22nd and
ends on February 5th. Does anyone know which holiday this is?" Answer: Chinese New Year/ Lunar New Year.
"Every year is represented by one of the 12 animals, this year is the year of the Rabbit! There are different years listed
under each animal. The year that your birth year falls under means that animal is supposed to represent luck for you.
Find which animal was represented during your birth year."

Explain that there are many traditions that the Chinese culture follows each Chinese New Year, and many different
decorations. Ask students if they can think of any decorations they know that are associated with the Chinese New Year.
There is also a lot of symbolism in the colors they use to decorate with. Red is used often to represent good fortune and
joy. Gold is also a frequently used color to represent wealth and prosperity. By combining the two colors, it symbolizes
good luck to those who come across it. Show example of good luck ornament.

"Today we will be creating Good Luck Ornaments, which are a decoration used to hang by doors to wish luck on those
who walk through it. I have given you a red piece of paper which will be the base of the ornament. The corner with the
whole punch is the top of your ornament so when we add a long piece of yarn through it, it will hang from that end. You
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have multiple colored metallic markers to decorate your ornament with. I ask that you use the gold marker on at least one
part of your ornament to incorporate the traditional techniques used in the Chinese culture. You may use the other colors
to decorate the rest of your patterns and decorations. I have examples of traditional Chinese patterns for you to include
on your ornaments. Included on the example is the Chinese symbol for good luck which you may add as well. After
decorating with the markers, we are going to add small pieces of yarn on the outside of the back of the ornament using
tape to make them more decorative. To do this, you will take one piece of tape out of the dispenser and it will give you a
pre-cut piece of tape. I like to use three pieces of yarn per piece of tape. You will attach one end of the yarn on the tap,
fold it over and attach the other end of yarn next to the last one to form a loop. After adding three pieces of yarn, you will
tape them to the back of the ornament so the tape is not shown on the front. You will repeat this step until the yarn goes
around all of the edges. Make sure not to cover the hole with tape as we are going to be putting a long strand of yarn
through it."

Remind students not to try to yank the tape dispensers off of the desk. As students are working, hand out the small
pieces of red and yellow yarn as well as the tape dispensers. There are not enough dispensers for each student to have
their own, so they will have to share with their neighbor. Monitor student progress by circulating the room and watch for
any misconceptions or mistakes. Students may help their peers if necessary. Give each student one long piece of yarn to
tie onto the ornament.
When students finish, ask them where they are going to hang their ornament and why.

CLEAN UP PROCEDURE:
Tell students to make sure all markers are back in their baggies and they are completely zipped closed. Ask one student
to pick up bags of markers to place in the bin. Ask another student to collect all of the tape dispensers to place in the tape
bin. Ask all students to clean up their pieces of yarn if there are any on the floor. They may put the extra pieces of yarn
back in the baggie.

Self-Assessment? Reflection:
Where are you going to hang your ornament and why?

What do the symbols and colors you use symbolize?

Closing:
"See you later alligator"
"After a while crocodile"
Formative Assessments

Oral Discussions
Students participating in conversations, Think-Pair Share, or conferences in groups or one to one with a peer or teacher.
Kinesthetic Signals
Movement to signal understanding. Hand signals such a Thumbs-Up, Thumbs-Down; Point and Identify

Instructional Strategies
s Check for Understanding
s Expectations
s Modeling

Materials / Resources / Technology
• Red square papers with hole punch
• Metallic markers
• Cut pieces of yarn
• Tape dispensers with tape refills
• Printed google slides
• Document camera
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